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SUBJECT: SENATE AMENDS AMNESTY LEGISLATION 
REE: ANKARA 2767 

SUMMARY: ON APRIL 27, THE SENATE PASSED AN AMENDED, 

MORE RESTRICTED VERSION OE THE GENERAL AMNESTY BILL AND 
RETURNED THE BILL TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. REJECTION OE THE 
SENATE VERSION WILL REQUIRE AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF THE LOWER 
HOUSE, THUS PUTTING THE FRAGILE COALITION TO A SEVERE TEST. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ACCORDING TO THE APRIL 28 MILLIYET, THE 184-MEMBER SENATE 
PASSED ITS AMENDED AMNESTY BILL BY 96-27, WITH ONE OBSTENTION 
(MANY SENATORS WERE ABSENT). BECAUSE THE AMENDED BILL WAS 
PASSED BY A MAJORITY OF THE FULL SENATE, THE GOVERNMENT 
COALITION, WHICH FAVORS A BROADER AMNESTY, MUST GATHER A 
MAJORITY (226) OF THE FULL 450-MEMBER ASSEMBLY IN ORDER TO 
REJECT THE SENATE AMENDMENTS AND SEND THE BILL TO A MIXED 
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE FOR DRAFTING A COMPROMISE. 
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OTHERWISE, THE SENATE VERSION WILL BE SENT FOR SIGNATURE TO 
PRESIDENT KORUTURK, AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE LOST IN 
ITS HIGHEST PRIORITY LEGISLATIVE EEFORT. 

2. THE MAJOR CHANGES MADE BY THE SENATE ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE AMNESTY IS CHANGED TO OCTOBER 29, 

1973, THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC (VICE 
FEBRUARY 7, 1974); 

B. CERTAIN ADDITIONAL SPECIFIED DEFENSES ARE EXCLUDED 
FROM THE AMNESTY ALTOGETHER, INCLUDING THOSE INVOLVING THE 
DISSEMINATION OF COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA UNDER ARTICLES 141 
AND 142 OF THE TURKISH CRIMINAL CODE, OFFENSES INVOLVING 
MINOR TERRORIST ACTIVITIES UNDER ARTICLE 146/3 (E.G., 
PARTICIPATING IN AN ANTI-GOVERNMENT INCIDENT), AND CRIMINAL 
RAPE. 

C. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR JUVENILE OFEENDERS (I.E., AN 

18 YEAR REDUCTION IN SENTENCES) WILL APPLY TO THOSE UNDER 
AGE 15 (VICE 18) AT TIME THE CRIME WAS COMMITTED; 

D. EORMER PRIME MINISTERS, MINISTERS, AND PARLIAMENTARIANS 
ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE AMNESTY; 

E. ELIMINATION OE THE SPECIAL AMNESTY EOR STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS WHO WERE THE SUBJECT OE DISCIPLINARY ACTION BETWEEN 
SEPTEMBER 1968 AND EEBRUARY 1974; 

F. ELIMINATION OF THE PROVISION ALLOWING MALE MEMBERS 
OF FORMER OTTOMAN ROYAL FAMILY TO RETURN TO TURKEY. 

3. THE SENATE VERSION DOES NOT ALTER THE TREATMENT OE 
NARCOTICS OFFENDERS, I.E., THE EIVE-YEAR REDUCTION IN 
SENTENCES FOR SERIOUS NARCOTICS OFFENSES (TRAFEICKING, 
SMUGGLING) AND A 12 YEAR REDUCTION FOR LESSER OFFENSES 
(POSSESSION,USE). ATTEMPTED SMUGGLING OF ANTIQUITIES REMAINS 
EXCLUDED. MAJOR TERRORISTS ACTIVITIES (INCITING A REVOLT) LIKE- 
WISE REMAIN EXCLUDED. 
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4. COMMENT; THE ASSEMBLY VOTE ON THE AMENDED BILL 
WILL BE A MAJOR TEST FOR THE RPP-NSP COALITION AND, WHILE 
NOT A FORMAL VOTE OE CONFIDENCE, COULD HAVE A LARGE EEFECT 
ON ITS FUTURE. AS NOTED IN REFTEL, 

DISSIDENT MEMBERS OF THE NSP REPORTEDLY SHARE THE OPPOSITION 
PARTIES' OBJECTIONS TO AMNESTY FOR PERSONS CONVICTED OF 
DISSEMINATING COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA, AND 17 OR PARTY'S 48 
DEPUTIES WERE ABSENT WHEN THE MEASURE PASSED THE ASSEMBLY 
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ON APRIL 10. TWO OF PARTY'S THREE SENATORS WERE LIKEWISE 
ABSENT EROM VOTING ON APRIL 27 PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE ON 
APRIL 24 AS HEAD OE THE TURKISH DELEGATION TO SAUDI ARABIA, 

NSP LEADER ERBAKAN VISITED LOCAL PARTY ORGANIZATIONS IN SOUTH 
AND SOUTHEASTERN TURKEY(INCLUDING MARAS, GAZIANTEP, 

DIYARBEKIR), WHICH ARE THE CONSTITUENCIES FOR MOST OF THE 
NSP DISSIDENTS, IN AN APPARENT EEEORT TO ENLIST SUPPORT EOR 
THE COALITION VERSION OF THE BILL. 

MACOMBER 
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